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m 2003 Canada Games
Host Society also receives
Dialogue Award

BY CARIL, DAVIES ~
Telepraph-Jonrnal

Two former preimiers and an orga-
nization from the province’s north
received the Lieutenant-Governor’s
Dialogue Award Wednesday for their
work in bringing together the prov--
ince’s mﬁm_owrobm and francophone
communities. .

The two men _E..m&% Hmmbosm_gm
for making New- Brunswick Canada’s
only officially bilingual province,
former . premiers Lounis Robichaud
and the late Richard Hatfield received
- the award,. as did the host:socigiy: om
- 2003 Dmbmam Winter. Games in -
Bathurst and Campbellton.” - .

Between them, Mr. Raobichaud
and Mr. Hatfield governed the prov-
ince for 28 straight years, from 1960
to 1987,

‘While Mr. Robichaud’s Liberal
government passed the act making
the province officially bilingual in the
1960s, Mr. Hatfield’s Tories. were
largely responsible for making it work
in the 1970s and *80s.

“We were good friends, although
we were not on the same political
side,” Mr. Robichaud recalled,

“We had the same objective —
mutual _Emmuﬁmn&am in the. prov-
Enm. . :
“He was @Eﬁo a ﬁHoEoﬁon om the-

concept of mutual understanding, ™

The provifice’s first elected Aca-~
dign premier; Mr. Robichaud said -
that bilingualism and the bringing -
togethér of two distinct noBEcEmmm
was a- bipartisan effort Emﬁ was ém%"
above politics. .

“We have ' to’ promote nEEmE
understanding. It does not come EN
itself,” -

Mr;: Wogngza said that SOHW is
starting to pay off today.

“It’s always a battle, but Sm mHm
getting there,” he said. :

“We’re getting to the _un.EH Srmmm..
there is a lot of respect, much more
respect for otie mboEE. than there
was, say 40 years ago.”

On- hand fo accept the mima for’
the late Mr. Hatfield, who died in
1991, was his nephew Bruce Hatfield.

“It was something he -was. very-
ncHEEnmm to and he did 'with enthu-.
siasm,” Mr. Hatfield said -of his
uncle’s desire to bring francophones
_and anglophones together, .

“Tt>s.a big part.of his political leg~
acy that the -divide politically that -
existed _um?Hm then was eliminated.”

“Prior | to- '1960, French-speaking -
New Brunswick-was: largely tied fo.
the- Liberal party while the English-
speaking south Hmbamm 8 mﬁvvcﬁ the
Conservatives, < - :

“Both political parties became par--
ties for all New Brunswickers, no
matter what langunage they mﬁowmu
Mr. Hatfield said,.

. T think it’ was quite an accom-
plishrmient. to ‘get francophone New
Brunswickers to trust the Progressive
.ogmﬂdmﬁqm party and 5 Rcwn a-:
leader of that party.” o

Brian  Theede,. president of - :um.
host saciety of the 2003 Canada Win-:
ter Games, séemed overwhelmed that
his organization was being honoured |

oK B4

along’ EEH Mt, Wc_u_nrm_.& mum Mr.
Hatfield.

“It’s pretty humbling really,” Mr.
Theede said. “It’s truly a mnmmﬁ

" honour,” :
. He said m.,oE Em Eomeﬂ ‘the .-
. Games were awarded to New- sz.

~ swick, it was the host moemg 5 to.goal .
to make them “the most bilingual
games :P the Eﬁo@ of the Omzmmm .

Games,”
He said - that was- mo.noEum.mrom

. thanks to 6,000 volunteers, more than

Y

.,.:u_..mn @mmﬁowm of whom were/

bilingual. .
He said visiting athletes were

amazed at how _EEm:m_ the Games
.. were,

zﬁ_uo% sust ‘noc d ngt &a:ﬁ& that

“no miater. whére you went or what
-venues’ that yow were at that you .
‘would be served in either one of the

om._ﬂm_ langnages.”

Reach our reporter
davies, nmq_@:uvcv com .
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